
 BIRD MONITORING REPORT ς PARAVANI TRANSMISSION LINE 
(Autumn 2016- First Survey Report) 

 
1. Introduction 
In accordance with monitoring schedule, field surveys were carried out on September 7, 8 and 9 of 2016.  
 
Survey team: Gia Edisherashvili, Ornithologist, head of the group, 

Tamaz Kobulashvili, driver, assistant.  
 
Objective of the survey:  

¶ Registration of local and migrant species (spring migration) encountered. 

¶ Registration of birds (bird mortality, injury) caused by collision with OTL or electrocution   
 

It was warm sunny weather during the survey period, variable clouds from time to time. Visibility ς good.   
 
hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ōƛǊŘǎΩ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ȊƻƴŜ όмлл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘύΦ Impact of the 
line on birds was studied along 84% of the line. Despite of good weather some sites were not checked because of 
poor accessibility. Although part of these sections, which the team managed to reach, were checked.    
 
Route of the transmission lines with indication of poorly accessible sections are shown in the Annex 1. List of species 
registered during the survey are given in Annex 2. Coordinates of the towers listed in Annex 3. 
 
 
2. Results of Field Surveys 
2.1.   Migrant and local/migrating species 
Width of the studied corridor is 50x50 m on the both sides of the OTL. Those areas, where considerable differences 
in height are observed due to the vertical fragmentation of the terrain between some certain towers, corridor width 
was increased up to 100x100 m (e.g. interval between #70 and #75 towers).  
 
Special attention was paid to the potentially dangerous sections for birds, namely: crossings of the rivers and ravines, 
as well as crests of ridges (Figures 1 and 2), section of Mtkvari River (Figure 3), section of Paravani River (Figure 4), 
crest of a ridge between #98 and #101 towers at Agara village (Figure 5).  
 
Except the walkover along the OTL route, two observations in the morning and in the evening were carried out.  
 
All visible species, their number, height and direction of flight όǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŜŎƘŜƭƻƴέύ were recorded. The species 
registered along the corridor, perching on the nearby electrical transmission lines (Figure 60), in grass (Figure. 7), on 
stones (Figure 8), on trees and shrubs (Figure 9), on haystacks, etc., were also registered.  
 
Migration activity of birds was less expressed, migrants were basically observed at the section of Mtkvari River 
crossings, Paravani River and Khizabavra village areas. Among migrating species European bee-eater (Merops 
apiaster) was dominating.  
 
Large flocks of European bee-eaters were registered flying in the areas from the morning till the evening. The flight 
height was different ς from high, when observation on birds is almost impossible without optics; to low - near the 
ground during. The low flying flocks were hunting or resting on tree branches or wires. (Migration of European bee- 
eaters, depending on the weather conditions may last from 3-8 August to 18-24 September.) 
 
Other species observed were European rollers (Coracias garrulus). During three-hour observation period (from 10 
am to 13 pm) 1200 units of European bee-eater and 63 units of European rollers were observed in vicinity of the 
Mtkvari River section.  
 



    
 

   
 

Figure. 1.  Confluence of Mtkvari and Paravani Rivers    Figure 2.  Agara and its surroundings 
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Figure 3. Section of Mtkvari River at Agara village  Figure 4. Section of Paravani River at Khertvisi 

village  
Figure 5. Section of ridge crest near Ѕ фф tower. 

 
   

   
Figure 6. European bee-eater (Merops apiaster) Figure 7. Woodlark (Lullula arborea) Figure 8. Common buzzard (Buteo buteo) 

 



Golden oriole (Oriolus oriolus) was also observed on the 
low height (12-15 m) at tower #95  in the floodplain of 
Mtkvari River. Migration period of this species was 
almost complete.  
 
Significant number of Barn swallows (Hirundo rustica) 
was  migrating as a wide flock, as for the Northern 
house-martin (Delichon urbicum) and Sand martin 
(Riparia riparia), small number was registered. Migration 
peak of these species was complete.   
 
Of predators Common buzzard (Buteo buteo) (Figure 8) 
dominate in all sections. This species were registered on 
the ground, OTL towers (Figure 9) or branches (Figure 
10) from where they observed their potential prey. In 

total, 60 units were observed. Due to significant number of rodents and multiple colonies of voles observed this 
year, that attract Common buzzard and other predators (Figure 11), their migrations has prolonged until the winter 
period. In case of snowless winter, certain part of these birds will stay in the country.  
 

  
Figure 8. Common buzzard (Buteo buteo) at Mtkvari 

section 
Figure 9. Common buzzard (Buteo buteo) on Ѕ фр 

tower 
 
Other birds of prey were also found, but their number is not considerable. Three units of Lesser spotted eagle 
(Aquila pomarina) (Figure 12) was recorded at Mtkvari section, between Sakuneti and Rustavi village and in Paravani 
River valley. One Short-toed snake-eagle (Circaetus gallicus) was found on the OTL tower in Aspindza, two units of 
Booted eagle (Aquila pennata) were registered in Damala village, small flock of Black kite (Milvus migrans) (7 units) - 
at Khizabavra village, Eurasian sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus) was found on many sites, insignificant number of 
Common kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) ς at Khizabavra village, one unit of Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) flew over 
the towers #6 and #7.  
 
It should be noted that migration of Black kite is quite prolonged in time and main migration period of this species is 
from the end of September to the first half of October.  
 
Of small Passeriformes, except swallows, small flocks (40-60 units) of White wagtail (Motacilla alba) on considerable 
heights, as well as Eurasian skylark (Alauda arvensis), mixed flocks of Tree pipit (Anthus trivialli) and Meadow pipit 
(Anthus pratensis) were found. Several Northern wheatears Oenanthe oenanthe) and Black-eared wheatears 
(Oenanthe hispanica) (Figure 14) was found at Khizabavra village. There the team also came across of Whinchat 
(Saxicola rubetra) and Western rock-nuthatch (Fihure 15). 
 
 

 
Figure 9.Red-backed shrike (Lanius collurio) 



  
Figure10. Common buzzard on the shrub at Rustavi 

village 
Figure11. Holes of voles (Microtus sp.). 

  

Figure 12. Lesser spotted eagle (Aquila pomarina) 

  
Figure 13. Black kite (Milvus migrans) on plateau at Khizabavra village  

  
Figure 14. Black-eared wheatear (Oenanthe hispanica) Figure 15. Western rock-nuthatch (Sitta neumayer) 

 


